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Robstown, Texas.  St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish and International Headquarters of the 
Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity.

It was 1994, some 17 years ago, the Inter-
national Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima visited here.

December 2011 marked another visit of the 
IPVS to Texas to “claim Her dominion” once 
again.

It is here that we learn the beautiful story 
from Mary Ramon, a parishioner and a devo-
tee of the Blessed Mother:

I was begging Our Lady to help me in 1994, 
the first time I saw Her beautiful Image.  
I was sick at the time with a tumor in my 
womb, and I was pregnant.  I prayed to Mary 
to save my baby; I believe that a mother tru-
ly understands a mother.

I saw the statue at the last minute.  She was 
already going down the aisle as She was 
leaving in procession.  As She passed right 
by me, my heart was screaming and scream-
ing in silent prayer as I cried.  Then, I clearly 
heard the words: ‘It is going to be okay.’

My due date was October 13th. It was a very 
long journey from then on. I was bedridden 
and very ill.  The doctors kept telling me ‘You 

need to have an abortion.’  I insisted ‘no abor-
tion.’  I knew the risk, but I knew Our Heaven-
ly Mother would help me; She already assured 
me that everything would turn out good.
Time came when it was very critical. There 
were more risks than they were originally 
aware of. The tumor continued to grow. The 
baby continued to grow.  They required a so-
nogram every other day. The doctors kept tell-
ing me: ‘The baby is in distress and we need 
to do an abortion.’  Again, I said ‘No’.

Finally, the morning came I was scheduled for 
a C-section, and I was brought into the sur-
gery room.  The doctor told me ‘It’s a boy.’  I 
then asked ‘What about the tumor, what about 
the tumor?’  The doctor responded, ‘There is 
no tumor, no tumor.’ I was like WOW! I knew it 
was because of our Heavenly Mother.  

Years have gone by, and I have a healthy son.  
It is because of Her. This time I could feel Her 
presence. I knew I was going to be okay.

My son is now 16 years old and he is here with 
me. This is the baby the doctors wanted me to 
abort.  He recently joined the White Army of 
Our Lady of Fatima here in Robstown.

I am so blessed to share this with you, and I 
am so happy that each time Our Lady of Fa-
tima statue comes, She comes to me person-
ally as my Mother. 

These photos were taken 
on December 2011 during 
the second visit of the IPVS 
in Robstown, TX - Corpus 
Christi Diocese. 

Mary Ramon, with Her son, 
Ruben, thanking OurLady 
of Fatima for the gift of 
miraculous healing, saving 
Her son from being aborted 
in 1994 during the first visit 
of the IPVS in Robstown, 
TX.  The pastor of the par-
ish asked Mary to speak at 
the end of mass to share 
her story.

A Mother’s Prayer to Our Heavenly Mother
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During this time of world crisis, and in the midst of our struggle to 
defend the dignity of Family and Life in our country, the International 
Pilgrim Statue (IPVS) of Our Lady of Fatima returns to the Philippines in 
January 2012.

Many testimonies tell us Her visit is an occasion of tremendous outpour-
ing of grace for our people. Countless miracles do happen during Her 
visit - conversion and renewal, the most important among these.

Our Lady’s request at Fatima for penance, 
reparation, true devotion and consecration 
to Her Immaculate Heart, remain timely 
as ever.
This particular image is also referred to as the Weeping Madonna since it 
was recorded to have shed tears a number of times in the past. Interest-
ingly, at the height of debates in the US Supreme Court on the Roe vs. 
Wade case that eventually legalized abortion, the image was documented 
to have shed tears in July 1972.

To make a brief historical background, this statue is legally referred to as  
the International Pilgrim Virgin Statue (IPVS) and the legal jurisdiction of 
the Foundation carrying the same name.

It is referred to as the International because it has revealed in over 100 
countries ever since it was commissioned by Mr. John Haffert (co-founder 
of the Blue Army) and blessed by the bishop of Fatima in 1947.  The 
IPVS, since the death of Mr. Haffert, in 2001, is now under the legal pro-
tection of the IPVS Foundation based in the U.S.A.   

In the Philippines, the IPVS Foundation representative is Fr. Melvin Cas-
tro, who also happens to be the Founder and Moderator of the Confrater-
nity of Mary, Mediatrix of All Grace.

I am, therefore. gladly endorsing for: the leaders and members of the 
World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) to support and collaborate for the 
fruitfulness of the IPVS Visit in the Philippines.

+Angel N. Lagdameo
Archbishop of Jaro
National Spiritual Director, World Apostolate of Fatima
December 5, 2011

Philippine Islands Visit - January 2012

Most Rev. Florentino Cinense, 
Bishop  of Tarlac and Rev. Fr. 
Melvin Castro welcome the im-
age during the observance of 
First Saturday Devotions at the 
Cathedral of St. Sebastian in 
Tarlac Diocese.

The Carmelites in the Philip-
pines welcomes Mr. Malburg 
and Our Lady with smiles and 
prayers. They have always been 
there throughout the years 
supporting and praying for the 
IPVS Apostolate spreading the 
message of Our Lady, particu-
larly the Brown Scapular.

“Dawn Procession” (that means 
4:30 in the morning) with Our 
Lady of Peace College Seminar-
ians. About 2 miles walk from 
the seminary to the Cathedral.

For three weeks, an esti-
mated crowd of five thousand 
a day came to pray and see 
the statue. Mr. Malburg leads 
the procession as he is being 
helped by the Knights to con-
trol the crowd. 

Most. Rev. Socrates Villegas, 
Archbishop of Lingayen-
Dagupan gazes at Our Lady 
once again. Bishop Soc is a 
long time devotee of Our Lady 
of Fatima. Over the years he 
asked that the IPVS visit the 
Peace Shrine in Manila, then in 
Bataan Diocese, and this time 
in the Archdiocese of Lingayen-
Dagupan.



                   
2012 

January- Philippines

February -Open

March - Open

April - Springfield, IL

May- Canada - Pending

June - New Jersey - Pending

August - Cincinnati, OH

September - California - pending

October - Steubenville, Ohio

November - North Carolina - pending

December - Open

 IPVS TOUR CALENDAR

To find out how you may host the 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue

please contact:

International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 3506
 Munster, IN 46321

Telephone No.  (219) 836-8779
Email:  layapostle@aol.com

www.pilgrimvirginstatue.com 
For correspondence or to 

make a donation
 toward the Travels of 

Our Lady’s Image, 
please use the above address.

We give you THANKS...

The International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue Foundation, Inc. 
is an independent Non-profit 

501(c)3 organization not affili-
ated with or part of any other 
Fatima apostolate or organiza-
tion promoting the Apparitions 

of Our Lady of Fatima.   

Please consider a gift to the 
International Pilgrim Virgin 

Statue Foundation, Inc. 
in your Will and Estate Plan-
ning toward the travels of 

Our Lady's Image.

INTERNATIONAL PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE FOUNDATION, INC.
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We broadcast in

.com/FatimaPilgrim

“New horizons are now open...
The new communications technologies must 
be placed at the service of the integral good 
of the individual and of the whole humanity.”

-Pope Benedict XVI
message for World Communications Day 2011

facebook.com/FatimaPilgrim

We acknowledge each and every donation received 
for the travels of the International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue. Many donations are also received anony-
mously.  To each and every one, we thank you 
most kindly for your sacrifices and ask Our Lord 
and Our Lady to bless you immensely. 
 (All donations are tax deductible.)

NOTE:  We receive many requests for Our 
Lady of Fatima statues which we do not 
keep on hand. You may contact the National 
Centre for St. Padre Pio in Barto, PA. They 
purchase Pilgrim Virgin statues from Fatima, 
Portugal and touch them to the blood and 
glove of St. Padre Pio.  http://padrepio.org 
or call Vera at 610-845-3000
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